Indigo to Economy (BATH)
—Shibusawa Eiichi (BERZE—) MO FEIEFE H —
Eiichi Shibusawa
What do your parents do?
Do you like your parents’ jobs? There lived a boy
named Eiichi in Fukaya(##%). He didn’t like his
parents’ job. His father was a farmer.
Eiichi’s father thought that studying 1is
important. He taught Eiichi reading and writing

when he was six. Then Eiichi learned a lot from Odaka Junchu(E &%
f), his cousin. He studied the Analects of Confucius (F#&) and other
Chinese classics, as well as Japanese history. Then he became to like
reading books.

When Eiichi became 14 years old, he began to help his father. One
day, his father said to him, “Get up and help us, Eiichi!!” It was still
dark outside, but it was already time to work in the field. Eiichi didn’t
get up. Then his father came up to him and said again, “Get up and
help! Hurry!” So Eiichi got up and helped his father. 15 minutes
later, he disappeared. Eiichi was scolded by his father. He said, “You
can’t have dinner tonight.”

Indigo (#) . This was the start of Eiichi’s business. Eiichi was
only 14 years old when he made indigo and sold it. It was also his
parents’ job, but he really liked it. It gave him a lot of confidence.
This experience was very useful for his future.

In 1863, when he was 23 years old, he left his hometown, Fukaya
for Kyoto. He started his new life in Kyoto, and served for Tokugawa
Yoshinobu({#)11BE=). (242 words)
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The Japanese Great Scholar
Hanawa Hokiichi (R —) (sREET sAET)

Hanawa Hokiichi was born in 1746 in Kodama Town (&
EHT) . He lost his eyesight because of a disease at the age
of seven. Also he lost his mother at the age of 12.

When he was 15, he went to Edo to start his new life.
He stayed with Ametomi Sugaichi kengyo (W& ZHE
BZ) and learned hari (#%) , massage and music with koto or
shamisen from him. But Hokiichi wasn’t good at them.
He felt painful every day. One day, he gave up all hope
for his life, and he jumped into a river. But his friend

saved him.

His master scolded him and said, “Why did you come
to Edo? What was your hope? = What do you really want to do?” Hokiichi cried and said,
“I want to study literature.” The master answered, “Literature? All right, Hokiichi. 1
know you have a great talent. But I can’t teach you literature. Why don’t you stay here
and study by yourself?” So Hokiichi followed the advice.

Hokiichi borrowed a lot of books and he found someone to read them aloud for him. They
said, “There is a student who really likes books. His passion is unusual.” Many people
favored him as a masseur because of his eagerness to study. Hokiichi massaged them from
his heart and they read a book aloud to him as payment. Hokiichi listened to it with all
his body and soul. The customers were moved by Hokiichi. Also they were very surprised
because he learned the book by heart after listening once, and he could ask them questions
about the book on the other day.

(266 words)
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The First Japanese Woman Doctor
~~~ Ogino Ginko FK¥FM¥ (rEFWE] mREATT)

Do you know Noguchi Hideyo? Maybe, most
of you will say, “Yes”. Then, do you know the reason
why he became a doctor? It is because he got burnt
when he was a child. This painful experience made
him decide to become a doctor. But 15 years before
his birth, a woman was born in Saitama and she also
made up her mind to be a doctor. This is a story
about her.

In 1851, a baby was born in Tawarase Village

(FEAT) . Now, it is called Menuma Town (FEEHT) ,

Saitama. Her name was Ogino Ginko. Her family was very rich, so she could go to a
terakoya ( a private elementary school in the Edo period) where she studied hard. She
was so smart that she was able to gain a lot of knowledge. When she was 18 years old,
she married the headman of Kawakami Village(JI| E4f). Everybody said, “She is so
lucky! ” and celebrated her. But two years later, she was divorced by her husband
because she got ill. She had to go back to her hometown where she suffered for a long
time.

Can you imagine? What caused her the most pain? It was because there were no
women doctors in Japan at that time. She
thought, “Why aren’t there any women doctors
here in Japan? Why can’t women receive
treatment from a woman doctor? If there was

a woman doctor, I could explain myself better.”

She didn’t want other women to feel like her.
So she said to herself, “I will become a doctor!” g0 pimps 1 5 2 Pemps 4 30 2 /AH
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Ginko was so eager to learn. She studied very hard. But no medical school
wanted her. She was intelligent enough, but only men could enter the medical schools
at that time. She asked some medical schools again and again. She never gave up.
Finally, one let her enter.

After her graduation, she applied for the examination to become a doctor. But
they rejected her because she was a woman. She tried many times. Her teachers
and friends helped her and her wish came true at last. In 1884, four women took the
examination to be a doctor but only Ginko could pass it! She became the first
Japanese woman doctor.

She started “Ogino Hospital (K¥F[E[E) ” in 1885. It was always full of women.
She knew that so many women wanted a woman doctor. Her strong wish could make
many women happy.

Her story is an important lesson for us. If you are in trouble, please remember
her story. Ginko’s hardship gave her a dream. Your hardships may become a good
chance for you! (444 words)
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Sakitama Kofun (¢THT)

Have you ever seen the pyramids in Egypt?
Have you ever seen the Mayan Shrine of the Sun in
Mexico? If you would like to see those historical
monuments, don’t buy an international airplane
ticket, but buy a train ticket to Gyoda.

Sakitama Historical Park is located in Sakitama
in the city of Gyoda. There are nine large-scale
burial mounds (kofiins) built between the end of the
5th and the beginning of the 7th centuries.
Maruhakayama Kofun (FLEIIHIE) is the largest
round mound in Japan. Futagoyama Kofun (—+-li
H1H) is the largest keyhole-shaped mound in Kanto : . '
area. This park is a national historic landmark now. The name of this area, Sakitama, is also
known as the origin of the prefecture’s name, Saitama.

Inarivama Kofun (fffllidtE) is the oldest in the park. Today only the back half remains.
The length from front to back was originally 120 meters. The gold-inlaid iron sword (&55E7EkA!)
was discovered from the inside of /nariyama Kofun. It has 115 kanji charactersonit. The sword
1s a national treasure. Now it is in the museum in the park.

In the museum, you can see many things which were found in the stone chambers (=) of
kofuns. They are national treasures such as comma-shaped beads (A)%) , and clay artifacts called
hamiwa. There are many kinds of haniwas in the museum too. Some of the Aaniwas are images

:‘__5" {-i of horses, dogs, and other animals. You can also find images of a
. 2 © . man dancing or playing the koto (%35) . In the House of Haniwa next
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Name( ) Date(

)

O | sxeammprpamOeaiE?

Q2 | saxwmmrL. < OOEENBD?

QB3 | 2 snsEHESNEDRNDE?

Q| remletE) e AnTE?

QO | ) HeamsE?

B | renesionk ?

Q7 |\ ERC—EsL SEOZEIE?

OB | 2 psEhatt UEELssld?

B | zpsicEsNEEEOMETTE?

Q10| 2 psirisesigiig ?

Q| e apERENTS?

12| o pampiE 2 05T LS,

Q13| o p mEmnoiEERA T LiED?

Q14 the house of Haniwa (B#&MDEE) [XECICHDD?

QS| 2 g e ampeanc=2"?

ﬁ<é‘é7&§ﬂ§> )

IITRDOESIY RERZCERZHNETIN? A+ CHEVPOAGERRZ 2B L2 Dl \ o LSRN ERIC <15 0/25, EREDHE
FTv bEES0TIEL, TBNDEEDIFEENEUELD.

IHICIS TSSIEEHERE NH0FET, SUHRIDRNENS THTDIMECHTTESNE, IFRICASESEN' O DEHINTY. BA-K
SV \BED MNESE ), ATF5EEEC UTEER—0 [CTAHUSE) 5E, BERD MSVEK [3 CCoit ST HRESN T T,

EREEEICS o TS BN TRES [MFEUEE Nold, EEOEISERRINMETUEUL. 11 SOEFMRSNCRIL, LNENDEIRE
[CERSNTET,

BYEECI3, BKEENEER, FORDER SEH<BUDEREE, TENSRIN O ICHRORERSCENTIET, KIS NERD
BB T #otfE o CHROERFO 2RI CEETEET,

\S 2




Flying the Biggest Kite in Japan (pEfET 5% B )
(BB D FER ORI

There is a festival for flying the biggest kite in Japan.
You can see it in Showa Town. It’s in the eastern part of
Saitama Prefecture, next to Kasukabe City. In the festival,
we fly a very big kite. It’s called the “100 Tatami mats
Kite”!! It is 15 meters long, 11meters wide and is over
800kg. Maybe it’s bigger than your classroom. Can you .
imagine such a big kite? It is made of Japanese paper and | =
bamboos. It takes about three months to make it. The ’

kite has two colors: red and green. Red stands for “the (&%

sun” and green stands for the “ground”.

During end of the Edo period, people in Showa Town
made their living from silkworm farming. One day, a
Buddhist priest visited the town, and talked to the people
about flying a kite. “If you fly a kite, you'll find this
year’s fortune. If the kite flies higher and higher, the

price of each cocoon will also go up”. After the people heard

2 Pz --".\"ﬁ;f,"‘ e "', % the story, they started to fly a kite every year. This was
LN i "!{i@,”{'f the origin of the kite flying festival. The size of the kite
became bigger and bigger and has been the current size since the middle of the Merji period.
At the same time, the reason for flying the kite also changed. They flew the kite to
celebrate the birth of a boy.

The festival is held on the Edogawa dry riverbed on the 3rd and 5th in May every year. At
the beginning of the festival, we have a ceremony for the Boys’ Festival. We wish for
children’s good health and happiness. And then, over 100 people fly the big kite. Over
100,000 spectators watch the kite fly. The large kite in the sky is wonderful. Why don’t

you come to Showa Town and join the festival? (307words)
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Chichibu Night Festival (BkATf)

Chichibu is a district in the northwest
of Tokyo. The Chichibu Night Festival is
held here from December 1st to 6th,
December 3rd, especially at night, is the
peak of the festival. It is the anniversary
festival of the Chichibu Shrine. It has a
tradition of about three hundred years.

The greatest attraction of this festival
1s the parade of gorgeous festival cars of
floats called yatari and kasahoko. They

are designated as a mnational cultural

properties. There are four yatais and two kasahokoes. These are counted among the
three greatest floats in Japan, such as the Gion Festival in Kyoto and the Takayama
Festival in Gifu.

At about six o’clock in the evening of the 34, these floats from each local district start
for the festival ground called Otabisho in the city center. Near the festival ground there is
a very steep slope Dangozaka. When the floats are going to go up this slope, the climax of
this festival comes. A lot of beautiful fireworks decorate the background. The strong and
dynamic sounds of the Japanese drums with Japanese flutes and bells are echoing to the
people’s hearts.

Every year more than 200,000 people come to see this festival by trains, cars or buses.
Many elementary and junior high schools have no class on
this day. The school grounds are used for their parking.
There are many stands near the stations or the shrine and
also along most of streets. So you can enjoy many kinds of
food. And it may be very cold. You should put on winter
wear like gloves and mufflers. (265 words)
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A Town of Dolls, Iwatsuki (e&#iH mEW-EH)

Does your family decorate with traditional dolls like Hina-ningyo (072 AJ¥) or
Gogatsu-ningyo (1LH AJ) every year? Do you know about a town that is famous for these
traditional dolls? Iwatsuki is the largest city in Japan for making traditional Japanese
dolls. In Iwatsuki, there are more than 300 workshops for making dolls. And this city
has many festivals and events about dolls. How did this city become so well known as a
town of dolls? Do you know? Here is the story of this town from the old days.

In 1697, some sculptors from Kyoto went to Nikko(H %) to repair Nikko Toshogu

Shrine (HYtHME) . On their way home, they stayed at Iwatsuki. In those days, Iwatsuki
was a post-station town on the highway between the 7oshogu Shrine and Edo. While they
were staying there, they realized that this town produced good paulownia trees and that
people there made fine products from these trees.  Paulownia trees are very light and soft,
so they are suitable for wooden products. The sculptors started making dolls by kneading
sawdust from the paulownia trees. For coating the doll’s face, a white coating is used.
The white coating is made from shell powders kneaded with water. The quality of water
in Iwatsuki is very good and this produces the pure white color. Also, Iwatsuki was close
to Edo, and so it was a good place for business. This is why Iwatsuki has become famous
as a town of dolls.

In the Girls’ Festival, you often see a large set
of dolls. Nowadays, parents or grandparents buy
one for the baby girls. However, many years ago,
not just parents or grandparents but also the girls’
uncles, aunts or other close relatives gave her a part
of the set. That meant the baby was supported by
everyone around her. Today the custom has
s changed a little, but the message to girls has never
changed; May their future be healthy and full of
happiness! (323 words)

workshops : (AJED) 17 from the old days : /5@  repair : (EHLT 5
sculptors:f2ZIFE  LIE (2 2 T4 RRE OEHZ L2 ADZ &) post-station : 55
paulownia : #i suitable : # L T\ 5 knead : #% sawdust : B0 T
coat : ~IZ¥&B D the shell powder : H ¥ Nowadays : ¥TtH, 4 H TiX

close relatives : IV EE May~: ~ThH VO £T X 51T,



Trip to Iwatsuki A Town of Dolls, Iwatsuki”
Name(

) Date(
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17 Soka Senbei (Rice Cracker) (EINT)

Young people today like to eat cookies, chocolates, cakes and ice cream for a snack. The
chances to eat crunchy things are decreasing.

Soka-shi is a city located in the south-east part of
Saitama Prefecture. It is a good place for crop
farming. Since the middle of the FEdo period, it
developed as a post town along the Nikko-Kaido.
The name of the place “Soka” is described in
Okuno-Hosomichi written by Matsuo Basho. He
also dropped in on the first day of his trip to Oshu

(BN) , the old name of Tohoku district.

Now, Soka-shi is famous for Soka Senbei. Soka Senbeil has a long history. It developed
as a specific local industry in the Merji and the 7Taisho periods.
The following things are mentioned as the background:
1) People in Soka have had good quality rice for hundreds of years.
2) There was good quality water and soy sauce near Soka.
3) It was a post town along the Nikko-Kaido and many travelers visited there.
4) Tt was close to the capital Edo and was influenced by the meal culture there.
Although Soka Senbei comes from Soka-shi in Saitama, it is sold as a special product in
Tokyo. Why ? Because by using the Ayase River, people could carry them easily to Tokyo
in the Meiji and the Taisho periods.

Typically, Soka Senbei is hard baked, round, and flavored with soy sauce. But these
days we can enjoy various kinds, such as sesame, bean paste, dried seaweed, red pepper,
and so on.

Crunchy food such as senbei is good for our teeth, jaws, and
brains. Why don’t you eat it ? (272 words)

Notes :
for a snack : 33<°2|Z  crunchy : B\ decrease : J#5 crop farming : E{EY)
develop : %7 %  aposttown : f53l]  the Nikko-Kaido : HYtfnHE
Okuno-Hosomichi : THL.O#iE ]  dropped in : 32 H%F o> 7= specific local industry : Hi3;
PEZE quality : S8 soy sauce : $£iH  as a special product in Tokyo : B DRFEY) &
L C the AyaseRiver : #f)1l  typically : {f43AJIZ  hard baked : BEEX D
bean paste : MM dried seaweed : fF& jaw : H T brain : A
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Trip to Soka | Soka Senbei’
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(A plum grove in Ogose)  (BEA:=HT)

In spring, we Japanese always enjoy
cherry blossoms. Because many Japanese
think the cherry blossoms are our national
flower.

But, look at this picture. Do you know
this flower ? They are mnot cherry

blossoms. They are plum blossoms.

In Ogose town, there are great
groves of Japanese plums. We
call them Ogose Bairin.

About 600 years ago, some
plum trees were brought to
Ogose from Dazaifu in Kyusyu.
Dazaifu 1is very famous for
Sugawarano Michizane. He 1is
known as a god of studies.

Then people in Ogose planted
many plum trees here, and now

there are more than 25,000 trees

in this area. Ogose Bairin is
one of the three biggest Bairins
in Kanto area. We can enjoy beautiful blossoms
and fragrance of Japanese plums
from mid-February to the end of
March.

In June, we take in many Japanese
plums and make much “ume-boshi

»

( pickled Japanese plums ) or
“ume-shu (plum liqueur)”

Ogose produces the most amount of
ume-boshi in Saitama. They are
taken to Tokyo and many big cities.
In Ogose, people make some juice and

jellies and many delicious things

from plums. They get much attention
*Japanese plums [ *grove [#k]  *area [H1[X] as health foods. (190 words)
*fragrance [V | *jellies [V —] *attention [{EH ]
*the most amount of~ [FH EDE U~



Trip to Ogose ~ Ogose Bairin”
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The Great Samurai of Musashi
~Hatakeyama Shigetada (IB)I|A<B] HEEAT)

A great samurai was born in Musashi in 1164. His name
was Hatakeyama Shigetada. Shigetada’s home town was
Kawamoto-machi, Saitama. His family had great power

throughout Chichibu during the Herian and Kamakura periods.

During Shigetada’s childhood, Japan was divided by two
big powers: Heishi and Genji. He decided to serve Genji when he was 16 years old. He
worked for Minamoto Yoritomo(Ji #E®/), the leader of Genji. Shigetada fought very hard
for Yoritomo. He became a very important man to Yoritomo because he was very reliable.

He even helped Yoritomo to set up the Kamakura government.

There are some interesting stories about Shigetada’s legend. One is the description of
his superhuman strength. (% /j{5i%) There was a big battle around Uji River in Kyoto. It
was called the “Battle of Ujigawa”. (5Fi&)I|d™AHk) During the battle, Shigetada and his
followers had to cross the river. But it was full of water because the snow had just melted.
Their horses were swept into the river. Suddenly, one of his followers screamed for him to
help because he was almost pushed into the cold water! Shigetada was so brave and
selfless that he couldn’t leave the man. He dived into the river and threw the man on to

the shore in safety! This was a surprising display of his strength and courage.

Another is a famous story at the “Battle of Ichinotani” . (— /& ®#\Y) During this
battle in the valley of Ichinotani, he and his horse (named Mikazuki) had to run down a cliff.
The cliff was so steep that his horse was too scared to go down. Shigetada put the horse on

his shoulders and carried it down the cliff, saving both lives. (277 words)

There is still a picture of him on some
Emas(#:55). He is carrying a big stone in

his arms!

be divided into~ ~IZF 6Tz serve ftzx 5%
reliable G CTX 5., ML D followers % 3k
melt & 5 courage % & cliff &
steep (AELD) 272




Trip to Kawamoto  The Great Samurai of Musashi”
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