Kawaguchi, The Town Of Cupola (JI[OTH)

Do you know the movie “Cupola
no aru machi“? It’s an old movie
which was released in 1962. The
leading actress 1s Yoshinaga
Sayuri. She i1s a very famous
actress in Japan. Kawaguchi-city
is the setting for this movie.

What is a cupola ? It's a small
round part on the roof of a
building, which is shaped like an
upside down bowl. It is used for

melting iron down with coal to
make metal casting (&5 ¥ ).
Kawaguchi city is famous for iron casting. It is said that the technique for iron casting was brought

to Kawaguchi near the end of the Muromachi Period. The reason was that it was close to the
capital Edo, and there was good quality sand there.

Through iron casting they make the manhole covers,
posts, water pipes, escalators, pulleys for elevators and
so on. Kawaguchi has produced iron -casting for
Tsutenkaku GEKP]) , Kuroyon Dam (U4 2) | Kegon
Falls (#Eg; D #E) , the Diet Building and famous
department stores like Takashimaya (/& /& /=) and
Mitsukoshi (=% . They also made the Olympic flame
holder for the Tokyo Olympics.

Pulleys (= L ~_X—% —Tffi 5 i) Nowadays foundries are changing. One reason is
the environment. New apartment buildings are built
near foundries. The people who live in the apartment buildings don’t like the smoke and sparks
from cupolas. Another reason is coal. In Japan the production of coal is decreasing, so they have to
import coal from foreign countries. So most companies have started to use electric furnaces instead
of cupolas. (233words)
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The history of soccer in Saitama (X V7= ETH)

~—

On the 4th of June 2002, Saitama Prefecture
hosted its first World Cup soccer game in Japan.
The match was held in the ‘Saitama Stadium 2002,
which was built in Saitama City for the World Cup
games. More than 55,000 people gathered to watch
the game between Japan and Belgium. The final
score was 2-2. It was a historic day for soccer in
e = § Saitama. Saitama is famous for being one of
!t i g Japan’s “Soccer Kingdoms” along with Shizuoka and

- o= Hiroshima.

The global history of modern soccer is very old. It
was born in the United Kingdom in the 14th century,
and people called the game “football.” But the King
of England didn’t like football and sometimes
ordered not to play it, as it was too noisy! He was
also worried that young people wouldn’t prepare for
wars, as they were too busy playing football! In spite of this, football became more and
more popular in the UK. In the 19th century each university had its own rules, so the
people from different universities couldn’t play football together. The Football Association
was founded in 1863 to make the rules of football. Ten years after that, General Douglass
of the British Navy visited Japan and introduced football to Japanese people.

In 1908, Hosoki Shiro first introduced soccer to Saitama. He was a teacher at Saitama
Teachers’ College (now the Education Department of Saitama
University) and started Saitama’s first soccer club at the
college. The students practiced very hard and became good
players.

Now, over one hundred years later, some high schools in
Saitama have very strong soccer teams. There are also two
professional soccer teams in Saitama—Urawa Red Diamonds
and Omiya Ardija. Soccer is becoming more and more popular.
Soccer has come a long way in Japan and has a truly bright 4
future. (301words) " Hosoki Shiro
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Trip to Saitama " the History of Soccer in Saitama”
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Catfish in Yoshikawa (&F)IITH)

Guess what this is? It is something mainly found in lakes or rivers. It is not the
grandfather of a tadpole. We are not sure if it can predict an earthquake. But we are
sure that it’s good. I mean delicious. What is it? Yes, it’s a catfish. Have you ever
eaten catfish dishes? If you said no, you should go to Yoshikawa city. You will be able to
have a good time with catfish dishes.

The Yoshikawa area has been an agricultural district for more than ten centuries. In the
FEdo period, Yoshikawa produced a lot of rice. The Naka River was used to transport rice to
FEdo. Yoshikawa city became a center of trading.

Yoshikawa city is a river city. There is Naka River in
the west and Fdo River in the east. The rivers were
used not only for transportation but also supplied river =
products such as catfish and eels. In the FEdo period,
there were a lot of river fish restaurants along the Edo %
River. They said, “Don’t leave Yoshikawa city without &8 :
eating catfish or eel.”  Catfish dishes were eaten by a # #@ o o D i
lot of famous people like Kondo Isami of Shinsengumi, Itagakl Taisuke of the Meiji
Restoration, Sato Eisaku, the prime minister who was awarded the Novel Peace Prize, and
so on. Now, Yoshikawa city has succeeded in breeding catfish. As a result we can enjoy
catfish dishes more easily.

Look at this picture. This is the monument of a
mother and a child catfish. It stands in front of
Yoshikawa Station. It symbolizes the city’s tradition.
It is made of bronze, coated by Japanese lacquer and
gilt. These catfish have become the symbol of
Yoshikawa city.

When you come to Yoshikawa city, you will find some

— other cute catfish goods such as key holders and
The Monument of a Mother and a  Stuffed dolls. Let’s go to see and eat catfish in
Child Catfish Yoshikawa.(311words)
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Trip to Yoshikawa "Catfish in Yoshikawa"
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Professional Baseball Team in Tokorozawa (FFiRTI)
(Seibu Lions)

In 1999, new kind of dome stadium was born in Tokorozawa. It was named “Seibu Dome”.
What was new about it? It was the first dome stadium that has a roof that was built later
than the original stadium. It also doesn’t have walls around it. The name of the dome was

changed to “Invoice Seibu Dome” on January 25th, 2005.

“Invoice Seibu Dome” is the home field of Seibu
Lions. As you know, Seibu Lions is one of the
: professional baseball teams in the Pacific League.
The team was born in 1979 as “Seibu Lions” in
Tokorozawa. Originally, their home field was not
. a dome stadium. Since the very beginning, the
team has been loved by the people in Tokorozawa,

M

especially by the children. There is a supporters

organization, and many associations belong to it.
During the game seasons, cheering flags are displayed in shopping arcades around
Tokorozawa. Also, there are citizen’s special cheering days. Players of Seibu Lions enjoy
playing baseball with fans. The team became the league champion in 1982 for the first time.
Since then, Seibu Lions has been in the A class in the league for 24 years. It really is a strong
team, isn’t it?

The team mascot is “Leo”. It comes from a popular cartoon “Jungle .’ ~
Emperor Leo”. It was drawn by the famous cartoonist, Tezuka Osamu. \‘ -
“Jungle Emperor Leo,” together with “Astro Boy” are Tezuka Osamu's - .'
most famous works and have been loved by children for many years. y

There 1s a pavilion where we can learn about the history of Seibu
Lions. It is in the third base side of the stadium. We can see a lot of interesting exhibits

there. So why don’t you come and see them? And let’s cheer for the Lions! (294 words)
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Easy going Angyo ! (JIlQHZ4T)
~HEAS D ZEFT ~

Do you know the town Angyo ? If you go to Angyo now, you can still find a lot of plants
and flowers. Yes, Angyo is famous for its plants and flowers. You can easily have a look at
its history. Let’s go back to the past!

There were two key persons in the history. Mr. Ina and Mr. Yoshida. Mr. Ina Hanjuroji

(A4 4-+ERJR) began to cultivate Angyo in 1618. This was the start of Angyo’s history.
Then, from 1652 to 1654, Mr. Yoshida Gonnosho(& 42 7K) started selling flowers and
plants to Edo. He grew them in Angyo to be sold in Edo. On January 18th, 1657, there was
a big fire in Edo. This gave Angyo a big chance to develop its industry by selling more and
more flowers and plants to Edo.

In the late 19th century, people in Angyo started to export and import new kinds of fruit
trees and roses to and from China and Europe. Angyo has good soil, good weather and their
own tried and true traditional techniques for growing plants and flowers. Please look at
picture (A). It shows “nemawashi', one of their techniques. This is why they have
succeeded so well in growing plants and flowers.(202words)
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Kumagai Naozane (REAT)

Do you know Kumagai Naozane? He was called “The Strongest Samuraiin Japan (H K
— @) 7. He was born in Kumagaya, Saitama.

In 1184, he went to Kyoto with Minamoto Yoshitsune.
There was a famous battle called “The Battle in Ichino-tani’.
Naozane had a fight with a young samurai, Taira Atsumori.

These two samurai engaged in single combat.

When Naozane saw

Atsumort’s face, he found that
Atsumori was very young. Naozane felt very sorry for
Atsumori because he was as young as his son. He didn’t want
to kill Atsumori. But at that moment Naozane’s fellow
samurai were watching so he could not help killing Atsumori.

You can read this story in Heike Monogatari.

At the age of 53, Naozane retired from samurai life and became a Buddhist priest. He
& wanted to console people who had been killed. He had felt sorry
about Atsumori for a long time. He studied Buddhism very hard. He
came back to his dear old hometown, Kumagaya when he was 66
~ years old. There is an interesting story known as “Sakasa Uma’.
. When he left Kyoto for Kumagaya, he rode his horse backward. He
' thought, “I shouldn’t turn my back to Kyoto because I studied
Buddhism there.”

The Strongest Samurai ended his 67 years of life as a Buddhist
priest in Kumagaya at the beginning of the 13th century. Now
Naozane’s story still lives in Kabuki and Ukiyoe. You can also see

the statue of Naozane in front of Kumagaya station. (245words)
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Genbakumo-zu CEfRILT)

At 8:15 a.m. on Aug. 6th, 1945, the first atomic bomb ( A-bomb ) was used against human
beings in Hiroshima during World War II. Its name was “ Little Boy “. About 260,000
people died. And over 90% of the buildings in the city either burnt down or were destroyed.

Maruki Iri GuA {7H) was born in Hiroshima. He became a painter and married Toshi
(f2) in 1941. She was also a painter. They lived in Tokyo at that time. Their uncle and
their two young nieces were killed by the A-bomb. Their younger sister suffered burns and
their father died six months later. Many friends died too. Iri left Tokyo for Hiroshima on
the first train from Tokyo on Aug. 9th, Toshi followed a few days later. They helped and
took care of the victims. When they went back to Tokyo in the beginning of September, they
found out the war was over.

Three years passed and they began to paint what they saw in Hiroshima. By painting
the pictures, they prayed for the dead. They hoped strongly that it would never happen
again. It took over 30 years for them to finish painting the series about Hiroshima. The
series is called “The Hiroshima Panels” or “Genbaku-no-zu” in Japanese. There are 15
parts about the A-bomb; in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The pictures show how stupid
human beings were and express a strong wish for world peace.

The Panels travel around the world and exhibitions are held in many countries. The
pictures deeply move and impress people all over the world. They are usually displayed in
the Maruki Gallery in Higashimatsuyama, Saitama. Iri died in 1995. Toshi died in 2000.
But their wish for peace is taking over even now and will continue forever.
(303 words)
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Trip to Higashimatsuyama "Genbaku-no-zu"
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The wings of a woman pilot (_EEHT)

(5 EDJNTHFITE LS S5 EDINFT LR LY N FUEEH!
TERITE BRARELF
These were the words spoken by Kiku Nishizaki when she made a flight to her hometown in 1933. She was the first
Japanese woman pilot to fly overseas. Now let’s see how she became a woman pilot.

Kiku was born in Kamisato in 1912. She was a very active girl. When she was only four, she went up to the roof of her
house by herself. Her parents were surprised at her behavior and worried about her a lot. But she looked very happy
and had fun on the roof. Now you can understand how active she was. Also, she was a very honest girl. When she had an
interview test at a teachers’ college, she answered very honestly as follows:

Interviewer: Why do you want to enter our college?
Kiku ! Because I missed entering a girls’ high school.
Interviewer: Why did you choose the two- year course?
Kiku : T have many brothers and sisters,
so I don’t want my parents to pay a lot of money.
It was very difficult for women to enter college in those days, but she passed the exam.

After she graduated from the teachers’ college, she became a teacher at an elementary

school. She was sixteen years old. She often played basketball with boys and enjoyed
cycling with students.

One fine day in fall, she went cycling with some students. They stopped by at Ojima( &) Airport and watched a plane.
She touched a plane for the first time. From this moment, she became interested in flying. She studied about flying all
by herself. When she had a question, she sent a letter to the pilots that she met at Ojima Airport. These pilots gave her a
chance to fly! She asked her parents, “Can I go and fly?” They said “OK.” They thought, “She will learn that flying is
scary and give up her dream of flying.” Did she feel scared? Of course not! She said to herself, “The sky is mine!
Flying is just for me!” This experience made her decide to become a pilot.

In 1931, she entered a pilots’ school. After two years of studying and training, she passed the test and became the first
seaplane woman pilot. Now her dream was coming true! In 1933, the day of
flying to her hometown had come. On October 15th, at six in the morning, her
plane left the school airport in Aichi prefecture for Saitama. It was a 408 km
flight and it took seven hours. About a hundred thousand people waited for her by
the Tone River. Among the people, her students from the elementary school were

there. The students welcomed her and said, “You are great! You showed us we

can do anything if we try hard. We’'ll do our best.” She was so happy to hear
that.

The next challenge was the flight to Manshu (/). Her mission was to take letters to the soldiers there. On
October 22nd in 1934, she left Tokyo for Manshu at 8:45. Her plane was named “Shiragiku-go(F1%§%5)”. With several
refuels, Shiragiku-go flew over the sea on the 27th. She became the first woman pilot to go overseas. But her flight was
not easy. She had a hard time with a head wind, so the fuel was running out before her arrival in Seoul. She had to
make a forced landing with little light at night. She didn’t even know where she was landing. Fortunately, she could
land on the river bank without any trouble. If she had stopped one meter further ahead, her plane would have dropped in
the river. Someone said that her landing was like a circus! In this way, she made a 2,440 km-long flight that took 14
days.

The next year (1935), she was given the Harmon trophy by the National Airplane Association in Paris, as the best pilot of
1934. Her award number was 315t and she found the name of Lindbergh as the 30th, She was very happy. (666 words)
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Trip to Kamisato “The Wings of a Woman Pilot’
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The Great Warlord, Ota Dokan  (#kA:=HT)

ANHER#ES FERESE GRUZERT)

Have you ever seen this statue? You can see it
in front of the Kawagoe city office, in the Ryuon-ji
temple (5€52F) in Ogose, and other statues like it
in Saitama and Tokyo. Because the man was
active in the Kanto area.

Do you know who he i1s? His name is Ota Dokan.
He was a warlord who was powerful in the Kanto
area in the middle of the 15th century (in the
Muromachi period). In those days, Muromachi
Shogunate (ZEHWJH/F) was losing power and the
Kanto area was unstable. Dokan worked for the
Uesugi Family (BI#&5H, E#£5). He became good
at military strategy and stabilized the area.

Ohta Dokan was born in Sagami-no-kuni (tH#[E)
in 1432. In his childhood, his name was
Tsuruchiyo (#5F1%). He was very clever and
studied the classical Japanese poem style, waka (1

i), and the classical Chinese poem style, kanshi (%) at Kamakura Gozan (88 fIl1).

He was, andstillis, well-known as a learned man as well as a tanka poet (%Z7K).

He became good at architecture too.

In 1457, when he was 25 years old, he built the Edo

castle (now, the Imperial Palace in Tokyo). In Saitama prefecture, Kawagoe castle and

Iwatsuki castle were built by him.

AGEN FERES: )8 N
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Dokan became so famous that he could meet the
Shogun, Ashikaga Yoshimasa

(EFIFED, in Kyoto.

He stabilized the Kanto area and the Uesugi
Family prospered . But his lord , Uesugi
Sadamasa (F#FIE) was afraid that he could
revel. In 1486, Sadamasa invited Dokan to his
mansion in Isehara ({#24Jf). Then, Dokan was
killed by Sadamasa’s followers while he was

taking a bath. He was fifty-five years old.
(257 words)
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Trip to Ogose ~ The Great Warlord, Ota Dokan"
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Inaka-Kyoshi (Country Teacher) (PZE)

Inaka-Kyoshi (4 %ET) is a novel written by Tayama Katai([H [11/£4%)(1872-1930). He
had his best friend, Ota Gyokumei(CKH £ %), a Kempukuji-temple(%: & <F) priest, in
Hanyu(CP/E) city. There was a young school teacher boarding in his temple. This teacher
died young. When Katai knew about this young teacher’s quiet death in a fuss of victory of
the Russo-Japanese War(H #&#4), he couldn’t help feeling pity. Katai wanted to write
about this young teacher. Then Gyokumei found a diary kept by this young teacher and
showed it to Katai. Katai was so inspired by this diary that he wrote a novel based on this
young teacher’s life as a country teacher.

In this novel Hanyu is described as a country. The teacher, Hayashi Seizo, (#ki& =)
was young, ambitious and he had a dream. Many of his friends went to the city and
continued studying. He also wanted to continue with his studies, literature. But he was
too poor to make his dream come true. He also had to take care of his parents. He chose a
temporary job as a country teacher and made his living. He had to give up his dream and
love too! Only when he was teaching children, he could be alive and he could forget his
deep despair. Katai described this young teacher’s sufferings and abandonment. He also
described the beautiful nature in Hanyu-city in contrast.

Actually, Hanyu-city is not the same country side now. We won’t thlnk that it’s the

country side when we visit there. But still it remains as a ' i"?\
beautiful place with a lot of nature, especially along the river ;
bank. That’s the river bank that the young teacher walked
along and found a lot of plants and wrote down their names in
his diary.

People in Hanyu-city treasure
1ts beautiful nature and this novel.
' In fact you can find a lot of &
beautiful nature and a lot of stone
Py monuments associated with this
” @' novel Inaka-Kyoshi.

(316 words)
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Trip to Hanyu " Lhaka-Kyoshi(Country Teacher)”
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