Koshigaya Daruma (Dharma Doll) (#AT)

Do you buy a Dharma doll on New Year’s Day each year? Dharma dolls can be bought at
Dharma doll fairs from December to January at temples
all over Japan. Many people visit these places and buy a
Dharma doll. So, as you can see, Dharma dolls are very
popular among Japanese people. Why do so many people
buy these dolls each year? The reason is that people want
their wishes to come true. They display the Dharma doll in
their home and pray to have their wishes granted. Many

Dharma dolls are made around Japan. There are various
designs and shapes, but most are round and red.

In Saitama, the city of Koshigaya is famous for Dharma dolls. Koshigaya is in the south of
Saitama. The Koshigaya Daruma is also known as the ‘Bushu Daruma.” The Koshigaya
Daruma has a whiter face and longer nose than other types of Dharma dolls. Therefore, it
looks noble and gentle.  Koshigaya Daruma was first made by a man called Darukichi in
1713. Darukichi was a doll-maker who lived in Makuri(ffi/A ) in Koshigaya City. There
are now nine Dharma doll-makers in Makuri. They make about 500,000 Dharma dolls each
year. Koshigaya Daruma has several unique characteristics when compared to other
Dharma dolls. They can be found at many temples all over Japan, such as Kawasaki-taishi

(I RETR) and Shibamata Taishakuten (42X IRK) .

All Dharma dolls are made by hand. The height ranges from 4.5 centimeters to 100
centimeters. One characteristic that they all have in common is their mustache. The
mustache 1s a very important point when making a Dharma doll, since its style can
completely change the look of the doll’s face. So, Dharma doll-makers put a lot of effort into
drawing the mustache. They use a special type of brush called a ‘Mensofude, which has a
long tip. The same brush is used for drawing mustaches on both small and large Dharma
dolls. As a result, no two dolls look quite the same.

In 1984, the Koshigaya Daruma was designated as a traditional handiwork of Saitama
Prefecture. Why not buy a Dharma doll of your own next year? When you choose it, please

look at each doll’s face carefully and pick your favorite one.(370words)
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Tamayodo (Z/EHT)

There is a beautiful spot in Yorii Town. It is called Tamayodo. It is the area of Ara River
in this town. The river is very large and about 170km long. Why is Tamayodo famous ?
Now I'll talk about some reasons.

First, the stream of the river is special. The river in the town is wide and goes slowly.
There are some big rocks in the river. So you can see some wonderful patterns in the water.

Second, the riversides are special. There are a lot of trees along the river. In summer, the
leaves turn deep green, so we feel relaxed when we are at the riverside.

Next, famous people introduced this place. Tayama Katai, a famous novelist in Saitama,
visited Tamayodo many years ago. =~ When he saw the scenery, he said, " I've never seen
such a wonderful view of the river close to the Tokyo area. " Not only Tayama Katai but

also many famous novelists have visited here before.

In summer, a big festival is held here. Itis
called " Suitengu Matsuri ". It is one of the
traditional festivals in Yorii Town. In this festival,
they float some big boats which are decorated
with many paper lanterns(® x 9 5 A). The lights
from the boats are very beautiful at night. The
boats are called "Funa-dashi(f[LI ) ". You can

enjoy fireworks too. This festival is very popular

and many people visit here every year.
They say that it is the best water festival in the
Kanto area. You'll be surprised and moved when
you come to see the festival.

As you see, Tamayodo is a beautiful and

wonderful place to enjoy your holidays.
g Q”/ T & [y (278 words)
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Trip to Yorii “Tamayodo"
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Kiri-tansu (GFHEH)

Is there a tansu (7=/09) in your house? How big is
it? What kind of wood is it made of? How many years
have you used it?

Tansu 1s made of a variety of wood. What wood is the
most durable? Paulownia (#il) is one of the best. The
paulownia tansu (kiri-tansu) is the strongest and the
easiest to use.

Most of the kiri-tansu are produced in Kasukabe

City. It takes about one year to make one kiri-tansu. The

wood of paulownia is soaked with water for 10 days, to remove lye from the wood. After that,
they are dried under the sun. When the wood has dried, it is soaked again with water. This
is repeated for 10 months. Each kiri-tansu is made very carefully and gently by the
craftsmen. Kasukabe takes orders from all over Japan.

Why is the kiri-tansu made in Kasukabe City? 300 years ago Nikko Tosho-gu (HYHK
fE'=) was built by a lot of craftsmen. Some of the craftsmen lived in Kasukabe City, because
Kasukabe was not so far from Nikko. At that time there were a lot of trees of paulownia in
Kasukabe. The craftsmen found them and began making kiri-tansu. Since then, the
kiri-tansu has been made in Kasukabe.

Kiri-tansu are beautiful and strong. If you have a daughter, when she gets married in

the future, please give a kiri-tansu to her. I'm sure she'll be very happy!
(231words)
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Trip to Kasukabe Kiri-tansu
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The Purple Town (IH E#HET « AETH) @

What words do you imagine when you hear or see the color “purple”?

If you look it up on the Internet, you will find that people all over the world imagine
words like elegant, holy, authority, artistic, or dignity. As you know, “purple” has been
known as a noble color in Japan since ancient times. It has been a very important color to
us for a very long time.

Do you know there is a town that is suitable for such a color? The name of the town 1s
Shobu Town. It is in the northern part of Saitama. The illustration above is the symbol of

the town, which was established in 1960. The bottom part of the symbol is a shira-sagi, a

snowy egret. It is the bird of the town. You can see a lot of them in the
town. The bird is holding 5 lines showing the 5 areas of Shobu Town.
The kanji inside means a flower called ayame(Japanese iris). It is the
symbol flower of the town.

There are many parks with ayame all around the
town. In late spring, you can see purple ayame in full
bloom, and the whole town turns purple. At the same time,
lavenders around the Town Hall are also in full bloom.
They are all purple too. Also there are lots of wisterias in
the town. Most of the wisterias are purple. There is a
shrine called Shobu Shrine in the southern part of the town.
You can see a 300-year-old wisteria tree there. It has a lot
of big flowers. They are 180 centimeters long. Of course,
they are all purple!

Now, you understand why Shobu Town is the Purple
Town, don’t you?  (285words)
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Mt. Everest — Mom  (JI|#kTH)

Mt. Fuji is the highest mountain in Japan. Then what is the
highest mountain in the world? Yes, it is Mt. Everest(=~X1L Z kL),
The first men that stood on the top of Mt. Everest were Sir Edmond
Hillary(= K> K « & 7 U —J) and Tenzing Norgay(7 > 2> « /L7
4). Then who was the first lady that stood on the top of Mt. Everest?
Her name is Junko Tabei(H#}i% 7). She was born in Fukushima
prefecture and now she lives in Kawagoe.

You may think that she is a very strong woman. Perhaps she is.
But when she was a young girl she was very small and weak. She
often had to see a doctor. She was not good at P.E. She was only good
at singing.

One summer, when she was an elementary school student, her
homeroom teacher took some people to Mt. Chausu(ZtF1{%) in Tochigi
prefecture. Junko was among them. This was her first climbing experience, and it was so
shocking. The rock mountain — no green, a river of hot water and so cold for summer.

“There is such a place in the world!” she said to herself. Climbing was hard but through
the encouragement of her homeroom teacher, she was able to stand on the top of the
mountain. She felt very happy. “If we walk step by step, we can reach the top of the
mountain. Only I must do it by myself. No one can help me.” She keenly realized.

She came to Tokyo to study at a college. But the life in Tokyo made her ill. One day
one of her friends invited her for a hike. The mountain gave her energy and new
inspiration. After her graduation she was really into climbing mountains. She worked
every weekday and went climbing every weekend. She especially liked rock climbing,
because it gave her a special sensation. She met a lot of wonderful people through her
climbing. Mr. Tabei, her husband, was one of them.

In 1969, a group of Japanese women who wanted to climb
mountains abroad gathered. They made “the Women’s Climbing |
Club(%& %% 7 < 7)”. Junko became one of the leaders of the club. |
They climbed Annapurna M (7 > 7 /L 1) in Nepal. The
experience was a very severe one but she learned a lot of things ! N
through it. She thought, “Nextis Mt. Everest!” It was a long way I R,
to Mt. Everest. It took 1400 days to prepare. During this period she had a baby and
became a mother. She took care of her child and also had to attend the meetings for the
preparation. Every member of the club worked hard to climb Mt. Everest. And finally
they stood on the top of the world!

Junko continued climbing. She has climbed more than 120 mountains abroad and still
enjoys climbing. She loves nature, people and her family. She is a wonderful mother and
a climber. (461 words)
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Trip to Kawagoe = Mt. Everest-Mom”
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The Ancient Mystery, Yoshimi Hyakuana (& RHT)

Look at this picture. You can see
many caves in the hill. It is called
Yoshimi Hyakuana.

In the Edo period, some of the
caves appeared, and the people
then wondered what they were.

In the Meiji period, in 1887, Dr.
Shogoro Tsuboi (£ E R ER) of Tokyo
University unearthed them. At
first, these caves were believed to
be the habitation site of aborigines.
However, the research study

around 1920, gave positive proof
that these caves were ancient tombs. These tombs were made about 1300 years ago.

Hyakuana means one hundred caves. But when Dr. Tsuboi unearthed them, there were
more than 230 caves. That is why Yoshimi Hyakuana was appointed to a national historical
spot in the Taisho period.

This hill 1s made of soft rock, and it is easy to make caves. But in those days, people made
them by their hands. So it was very hard to make caves. It is thought that only people of
high social position could make caves as their own tombs. In addition, these caves are lined
up regularly. It is thought that the caves at the top of the hill were the tombs of people of
higher social positions.

During the World War 1II, the Japanese military authorities destroyed some caves and
made an underground munitions factory. They made Zero-fighters here while avoiding
aerial bombardments.

Now we can see 219 caves here and they are carefully protected by local people.

(236 words)
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Trip to Yoshimi  Yoshimi Hyakuana"
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Bukozan (BRRT)

Bukozan is selected as one of the 200 Japanese great mountains. It is very popular
among the people living in Chichibu and it was a symbol of the gods. It is also very
important for the people who study science.

Bukozan is located to the south edge of Chichibu Bonchi. (%4 %) It is also called
Chichibu-dake. The figure itself seems to be carved roughly by knives because it’s made of
carbon rocks.

The scene makes a deep impression on the people living nearby. Compared with Bukozan,
the other mountains are so calm and low.

There is the Mitake Shrine (f#l{Hf#1) at the top of the mountain. It is 1336 meters
above sea level and helped keep the people who visited it deeply religious.

At the beginning of the 7aisho period people started to take out limestone. It has taken
over 30 million years to build up this mountain. But it won’t be long before people get all the
limestone and see a miserable figure forever.

To climb up this mountain, you have 2 routes. Along one of the routes from Yokoze
Station you face Futagoyama. You see the limestone factories and reach Omote-sando. (£%
J&) Atthe 1-chome, (1 T H) a pair of stone guardian dogs are waiting for you at the foot
of the 7orii. You start to climb up the mountain. In half an hour you arrive at the 25t chome
which is half the way.

After 10 minutes you see tall cedar trees. After another 20 minutes you cross a new road
to the tops and you reach the observatory. You can see great scenery. It takes 2 hours to
finish climbing. Will you try it?

There is the Data Museum of Mt.Buko in the Hitsujiyama Park which is famous for its
pink flowers. If you want to know more about this mountain, please go to the museum. It
will be exciting for you! (311words)
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Trip to Chichibu ~ Bukozan
Name( ) Date(
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Nobidome - Who can stop the fire of love? (B7EEH)

Do you know Heirinji Zen Temple (CFA#LFF) ? It is a
famous temple in Niiza City. When you go into Heirinji-temple,
you will find a small mound in the woods. This 1s
“Nobidome-zuka” (#f:/k1E£) . There is a mysterious saying
about it. If you can go around this Nobidome-zuka three times
without breathing, you will see a very beautiful princess on the
mound. Why does she appear on it? And who is she? This is

AR

a very romantic story --- a love story.

Long long ago, in the beginning of the Heian period, there was a
man named Ariwara no Narihira(fEJfiZ£°F-) . He was a very handsome
man and was good at making Japanese poems, waka. He came from
Kyoto to Musashino. He stayed at Gunji Nagakatsu’s castle. (Bl &)= B5) .
Nagakatsu had a beautiful daughter named Princess Aomae (FHi) .
Narihira and Aomae fell in love at first sight. They had a date in the
fields of Musashino every day. There were many flowers called
“Miyako-wasure” (Forget — the capital, Kyoto). Aomae picked them up
and gave them to Narihira. She said, “Please forget about Kyoto and stay with me forever.”

But Nagakatsu, Aomae’s father, was not happy to hear that.
One day, when Narihira and Aomae were hiding in the fields,
Nagakatsu was trying to catch Aomae. All his men tried to find
her, but they couldn’t. Nagakatsu was very angry so he set fire
to the field. Aomae started to cry and read out a poem like this:

SERRSEN D B K IR B

REFITARFGHREEEED 2FLThY HLTohy
[H&H. EINELLEFTIEBEDOFRERNINTTSLVE,
FAERNINTOET A DA, |

It means, “Oh, no. Please don’t burn the fields of Musashino today. My lover and I are
hiding here.”

The men heard it and found the princess at last. Aomae was finally caught by them
and taken back to the castle. However, her love caused a miracle!  The fire went out soon
and Narihira could go away safely. Aomae’s love stopped the fire, but nobody could stop the
fire of her love. (318 words)

mound # = mysterious saying AEFELSVMeA without breathing E.% L72\T
castle ¥ fall in love at first sight —HIEh 5 men (ZZ Tl %k
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goout (k2%) #HZx D cause a miracle #HFA I3
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Trip to Niiza ' Nobidome- Who can stop the fire of love?"
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The Beauty of Shiracka (HR™)

“Hosui (#/K) ”,“Kosui (3£7/K) 7, “The 20th century ey (2
0 tt#d) ” ... Can you guess what these are? If I add o £ one
or two more examples, you will know the answer. :
“Chojurd’(£1H88) and “La France”. Yes! They are ay SN e all
il g 7 0

the names of pears. : = AP
w ' ; Then, do you know which town has produced the most pears every year
e e in Saitama? It is Shiraoka-Town. They get more than 3,000 tons of pears

"

‘ 3,]1. every year in Shiraoka. But why is Shiraoka famous for pears? Who
2 _ started growing pears? c = - :

3 & The people in Shiraoka started

B growing pears in the Meiji period. In

1884 (FHA 17 %) , a man studied how to grow pears. His
name was Igarashi Hachigoro(#i-+ & /\ TLEf). In Gunma,
learned how to grow them well and taught it to his
relatives. That was the start.

In 1910 (FHA 43 &) , there was a big flood around

Shiraoka. Other crops were terribly damaged by the
flood. But pears were safe because they were grown on
shelves. (Please look at the picture on the right.=)
Can you imagine how they gathered pears at that [
time? They used boats! ‘

Do you know how to choose good pears when you go -
a grocery store? I’ll teach you how to tell good pears
from bad. Good pears are light-brown. If the
“bellybutton” of the pear is black, that means it is too
ripe or it was eaten by a worm.

You can enjoy fresh pears in the late summer. Because they
are so sweet and fresh, the pears are called “Shiraoka-Bijin’(The
beauty of Shiraoka). But if you can’t visit Shiraoka during the
best season of pears, you don’t have to be disappointed. Pears
are made into many kinds of sweets such as jelly. I am sure you
will like it because its name is “Monku-nashi jelly”. Now, you

can’t complain, can you? (293 words)
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Trip to Shiraocka ' The Beauty of Shiraoka”
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46 The smallest city in Japan (B%T7)

Do you know the name of this animal? You can see it in
Australia and in New Zealand. It is very much like a
kangaroo but it’s much smaller. The answer is “a wallaby”.
There 1s a city in Saitama which has the same pronunciation
with this animal.

Warabi City is in the southeast part of Saitama. When -
you make a list of all the cities, the towns and the villages of Japan in hlragana you
can find the name in the end. It has only 5.1km2 land. It is the smallest city in
Japan! Please compare it with the size of your city.

Look at the picture on the right. It’s
Wallaby-kun, the mascot character of the city.
And look at the symbol on the left. This is the
symbol of Warabi City. It has a ring (wa) on
the outside. Can you see the Ba (7) and the /
bi (E') inside the ring? It represents that all &@moo5¢—<4
the people in Warabi City should put their hands together and work to make a better
place to live.

Warabi City is famous for hataorimono (#&##%%)) which can be seen in the picture
below. On the night of July 7, 1826, Tokugawa Ieyasu appeared in Takahashi
Shingoro’s dream and advised him to make a new
kind of design for cotton textiles. He tried to
make it at once. His new blue striped design

became very popular among the people there.
The popularity of his design also spread out in
Edo. Soon it became very famous all over Japan.
You can go to the “Warabi Hata Festival” at the
beginning of August. The festival lasts for four
days. Many people outside of the city come to
this festival. If you have a chance to visit there,
you can see how much the people of Warabi City
are proud of their home industry. (307 words)

wallaby="7 7 & — (& > H L — D)
pronunciation =% ¥
represent=4:#4 %
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popularity= A&, AT
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Trip to Warabi - 1he smallest city in Japan”
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